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There are many social norms and they are changeable. They are used to 
restrict and direct people’s behaviors，to regulate the relations of people in almost 
every field of the society. Along with the evolution of the in-depth reform, the 
great changes of our way of thinking and modes of behaviors have brought 
unavoidable challenges to traditional social norms. It is necessary that we 
undoubtedly know their formations, the essence of social norms, their causes of 
changing and the function of each kind of social norms. However, there are not 
many systematic research findings on social norms. Thus, a research on the 
relation between social norms and interests has good theoretic value and realistic 
meanings. In this paper, being guided by Marxism historical and dialectical 
materialism as the basic theory, integrating the theory with “Economic man” 
hypothesis in economics, using analysis of cost-effectiveness as the 
methodological principle, the dialectical relationship between social norms and 
interests is discussed. In the preface, I have separately witnessed the definitions 
of social norms and interests. In the text, this paper intends to explore the inner 
effects of interests on social norms and the counteraction of social norms to 
interests. On the one hand, interests are the basis of social norms, and social 
norms originate from the interests relations among people in their life; on the 
other hand, social norms, in nature, guarantee interests and   coordinate the 
interest relations among different persons in the society. At the end, I put forward 
my own views on the value direction of the relationship between them. 















In chapter 1, it objectively analyzes the influence of interests on social 
norms in the formation, changing of social norms, and social norms’ being 
followed. That is, firstly, the maximum interests are pursued by every individual, 
which causes interest contradictions and conflicts of interests. Under the        
Condition above, in order to make progress, coordinate contradictions of     
interests and solve conflicts of interests, individuals make a compromise among 
them, or one part defeats the other. As a result of the game, social norms are led 
to. Then, irrational interests’ contents, change of interests’ patterns and expected 
earnings above cost are bound to arouse the changing of social norms. In the end, 
interests promote the socialization of social norms, any individual can decide 
whether he follows some social norm or not in accordance with watching out for 
number one of self-interest, and the nation acknowledges whatever an individual 
can choose according to the balance of the public interests.  
In chapter two, the author focuses on the counteraction of social norms to 
interests. That is, firstly, by means of analyzing how social norms can direct, 
evaluate and predict the actions of individuals’ earning interests, this thesis 
analyzes the functions of social norms on subjects’ social actions. Then I prove 
that the social norm, which the nation can accept, on the one hand, can guarantee 
public interests according to the nation’s functions, on the other hand, it may 
protect its confirmed interests because the interests, which are earned under the 
standard of social norms in the society, are safe and sound; meanwhile, social 
norms may represent the interest of the individuals , coordinate the interest 
conflict and lay a foundation for the all-round development among them, so that 
they can make every individual win his interests together perfectly. 
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第一章  利益对社会规范的影响 
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